
The Forum
COM 295-320 | Spring 2019 | 3 Credit Hours

Lecture
Dr. Darrin Gri�n

Contact Information

UA Campus Directory:
Dr. Darrin Gri�n (https://www.ua.edu/directory/?i=djgri�n1#listing)

Class meets on Thursdays from 6:30 – 9:20 PM in Reese Phifer Hall, Room 216

Professors:

Dr. Sim Butler

Dr. Darrin J. Gri�n

Teaching Assistant:

Mr. Samuel Hakim

Communication Policy: Please refrain from using email correspondence to communicate with the
professors or course teaching assistant. All other preferred contact information and o�ce hours are
posted on the course Blackboard page under the main menu button "Contact Information".

Prerequisites

UA Course Catalog Prerequisites:
No prereqs found

An open-mindset and a conscientious attitude towards others and ideas that may di�er from one's own.

This course invites discussion and dialogue about issues related to political, cultural, and social elements
of our lives. There may be times that things may seem personal, volatile, sensitive, and that will evoke
visceral reactions. The purpose of these discussions or debates is to learn more about our lives and
environments through constructive communication. It is every student's responsibility to be aware of the
impact of their own messages, the beliefs of others, and to use a constructive approach to sharing ideas. It
is not appropriate to attack individuals or groups of people.

The University of Alabama is committed to creating and sustaining a diverse, inclusive, and welcoming
campus community in which every student can thrive and recognizes and appreciates di�erences, but also

https://www.ua.edu/directory/?i=djgriffin1#listing


promotes fairness in treatment and access, and cultivates a welcoming community that upholds social
justice. For more information on UA's Diversity resources visit https://sa.ua.edu/diversity-and-inclusion/
(https://sa.ua.edu/diversity-and-inclusion/)

Course Description

Course Description and Credit Hours
Reading and discussion in various areas of signi�cance in communication studies. Topics will vary,
but the course may be attempted only once.

The Forum is designed to provide students with practical insights into solving societal problems through
community collaboration, diplomatic civic debate, and the development of e�ective communication and
leadership skills. The class will explore ways to involve students and the community into joint problem-
solving of issues focusing on topics relevant to The University of Alabama, local community, and national
audiences. The Forum is conceptualized and designed on historical rhetorical methods (e.g., ancient
Rome) and is implemented through a large lecture classroom space where faculty, students, and
community engaged citizens will delve into diplomatic civic debate and seek answers to di�cult questions
and problems. Students, in partnership with The University of Alabama Digital Media Center, will
encourage and in�uence the design and production of three Alabama Public Television episodes of The
Forum. This course will serve as an arena where mechanisms will be executed that will heavily in�uence
the professional producers of the television series. In essence, students will be able to engage and
in�uence academics, community partners, and professionals during the preparation of a television
product for consumption by the public.

The Forum will host a statewide Public Television series broadcast from Studio A in The University of
Alabama Digital Media Center to make a change in the lives of students and citizens by extracting the
issues and developing reasonable resolutions for community issues. Students will achieve the learning
outcomes for this course via the following mechanisms.

Required Texts

Required Texts from UA Supply Store:
HOGAN / SPEECH & DEBATE AS CIVIC EDUCATION VOL (Required)
HOGAN (RENTAL) / (RENTAL) SPEECH & DEBATE AS CIVIC EDUCATION VOL (RENTAL)

Course textbook:

Hogan, M., Kurr, J. A., Bergmaier, M. J., & Johnson, J. D. (2017). Speech and Debate as Civic Education, Penn
State University Press: State College, PA. ISBN: 978-0-271-07906-6

Course Objectives

Students will be able to create and deliver well-constructed, fact-based debates that focus on local and
national concerns and critically develop solutions to such concerns.

https://sa.ua.edu/diversity-and-inclusion/


Students will develop communication skills required to discuss societal concerns as well as develop the
research tools needed to convey accurate arguments.

Students will learn to communicate in a public forum setting.

Student Learning Outcomes

Through the exploration of this class students will…

build an understanding of their community and use problem-solution formats to obtain further insight
into diplomatic civic debate and understand how discourse, and community awareness �ts within the
realm of the Communication discipline.

learn to ask critical questions about organizations, institutions, and society.

identify and critically engage texts, media, and public issues and increase media literacy via
information-processing skills.

e�ectively articulate views through speaking and writing on public topics.

think critically about public messages related to social, cultural, and political issues.

deliberate via group discussions and decision-making and enhance critical communication skills in
listening, awareness, and perception.

engage in thoughtful and respectful re�ection through:

applying principles of allyship and advocacy

dialoguing with community stakeholders

e�cient problem-solving

empathy

Other Course Materials

Additional readings will be posted to Blackboard as they are discussed throughout the semester.

Outline of Topics

Topic Subtopics

History of civic debate
Classical and contemporary perspectives on public address and
discourse



Topic Subtopics

Verbal communication

Traditions of public speaking

Speaking through computers (vlogs, Skype, video conferencing)

Languages, dialects, slang, jargon, etc.

Argumentation/debate

Polarization

Deliberation

Competitive debate

Nonverbal & visual
communication

What you don't say

How you say it

Emotions & physical behavior

Media & channels

Traditional mass media: Radio, Television, Film

Social media: Reddit, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram

New media and contemporary perspectives

Wikipedia

Listening

Active listening

Pseudolistening

Nonverbal listening techniques

Truth

Untruths & deception

Types of untruths

Lying and deception

Misinformation

Fake news, deep fakes, & trolls



Exams and Assignments

Portfolio (200 points)

Each student in the class is responsible for creating portfolio submissions throughout the term. These will
include:

1. Entry related to a campus or local issue. (25 points)

2. Entry related to a local or state issue. (25 points)

Topic Subtopics

Persuasion & propoganda

Goal attainment

Mutual gain

In�uence techniques

Ethics & morality

Political correctness

Attacks

Prosociality

Political communication

Democracy

Communication campaigns

Interpreting the Constitution and amendments

Con�ict

Avoidance

Resolution techniques

Social

Legal

Community engagement

Calls to action

Working with communities

Diverse perspectives



3. Entry related to a national or international issue. (25 points)

4. Three entries related to speaker events attended outside of class time. (25 points)

At the end of the semester each student will incorporate feedback received on the aforementioned
submissions and add to their portfolio and submit a �nal portfolio. The four submission categories above
will be submitted and graded on Blackboard via assignment submission links. However, each student
should keep track of their own work and feedback as the semester progresses in another online space (e.g.,
Google Drive folder or UA Box) and be prepared to put all of the material together in a formal/professional
way at the course's conclusion. (100 points)

Reading Quizzes (100 points)

To encourage reading of the course material students will take reading quizzes during class time to assess
their familiarity, knowledge, and comprehension of the readings. Merely skimming (or even looking at
with your eyeballs) readings will not be su�cient for earning all of the points on the reading quizzes.
Please read and study in preparation for these assessments as they are a sizable portion of the �nal grade.
There are �ve reading quizzes (each worth 20 points) that are posted on the schedule found on
Blackboard.

Debates (200 points)
In class debates will serve to evaluate learning of the course objectives and student learning outcomes.
The �rst two of the debates will be worth 50 points and a �nal debate will be worth 100 points. The timing
of these debates are all listed in the schedule available on Blackboard.

Extra Credit (max of 10 points)

Extra credit will be provided in this class. Though the opportunities may be plentiful, each student can
only count a maximum of 10 points towards their �nal points. Pro tip = do the extra credit as it is provided.

Detailed information for all of the assessments will be discussed in class and posted to Blackboard as
needed.

Grading Policy

Points
Letter
Grade

UA Grade Terminology
Dr. Gri�n's
Terminology

500-
483

A+ See below

482-
468

A
Student satis�ed the stated objectives of the course in an
excellent manner

Champion!

467-
448

A- See above

447-
433

B+ See below



The �nal letter grades are assigned based on the point to letter grade rubric above. Do not do math, simply
use your �nal points to determine the �nal letter grade you will be assigned.

Students begin the course with zero points towards the �nal course letter grade. As assessments are
evaluated by the teaching team, points will be awarded depending on the quality and merit of the
student's performance. Simply accomplishing or completing a task does not warrant or guarantee a
student's total course points will be earned. The only way to retain all course points is through excellence
and mastery of the task, material, or development of assessments. When you are unsure of how to best
complete any assessment, please ask one of the instructors or the course teaching assistance for
clari�cation. No grades or points will be negotiated after an assessment is evaluated.

Final letter grades will be assigned based on the point to letter grade rubric. Students should familiarize
themselves with the "UA grade terminology" at this link: https://registrar.ua.edu/faculty-sta�/grade-
reporting/ (https://registrar.ua.edu/faculty-sta�/grade-reporting/)

Grade Requirement Statement (Communication Studies)

Students must earn a “C-” or better in all required and elective courses in the COM major/minor. A “C-”
or better is required in all external courses required by the major whether they serve as a prerequisite to a
major course or are simply required by the major. COM 295 serves as an elective course to satisfy the
major and minor requirements for Communication Studies.

Policy on Missed Exams and Coursework

Points
Letter
Grade

UA Grade Terminology
Dr. Gri�n's
Terminology

432-
418

B
Student satis�ed the stated objectives of the course in an
above-average manner

Pretty good
performance

417-
398

B- See above

397-
383

C+ See below

382-
368

C
Student satis�ed the stated objectives of the course in an
average manner

Crossed the �nish
line

367-
348

C- See above

347-
333

D+ See below

332-
318

D
Student satis�ed the stated objectives in a low but acceptable
manner

Try again

317-
298

D- See above

297-0 F Failed ...

https://registrar.ua.edu/faculty-staff/grade-reporting/


All missed coursework must be made up within one week of the missed assessment. Due to the nature of
this course, it is not possible to make up some of the assessments in a way that is clear and
straightforward (e.g., debates). Any missed work which a student prefers to make up must be dealt with by
�rst corresponding with Dr. Gri�n as soon as possible after missing an assessment (or before if possible).
Email is not allowed so please use an appropriate method to reach Dr. Gri�n (see contact information on
Blackboard). We will work out the speci�cs for how to make up the missed assessment within one week's
time. Failure on the student's part to adequately communicate in a timely fashion will void any
opportunity to make up a missed assessment. Please note that proper evidence may need to be presented
to justify missing an assessment. In other words, you must have a proper sanctioned excuse for missing
work in the course.

Attendance Policy

Every student is given one absence without penalty.

If a second absence occurs in the course then the student will need to attend the Final Exam Slot
"attendance make up session" on Thursday 5/2/19 from 7:00 - 9:30pm. Failure to attend the makeup
session will dictate that the student has chosen to accept the highest possible letter grade of a "B".
Regardless of course points the highest letter grade that will be assigned to the student is a B.

If a student misses a third class session then a "C" letter grade will be earned. There is no makeup for a
third absence.

Four or more absences = F!

Students should arrive to class before class starts and should not leave before the class is formally
dismissed. Arriving late or leaving early will result in a tardy. Two of these will equal an absence.

Attendance in this course is not negotiable. Students who believe that their attendance will be a problem
should consider withdrawing from the course.

Noti�cation of Changes

The professors will make every e�ort to follow the guidelines of this syllabus as listed; however, the
professors reserves the right to amend this document as the need arises. In such instances, the professors
will notify students in class and/or via Blackboard announcement and will endeavor to provide reasonable
time for students to adjust to any changes.

Technology Policy

Use technology sparingly and do not allow it to become a distraction to yourself or others. Avoid being on
telephones or laptops when not relevant to the classes focus. Students who abuse technology and are
distracted will be asked to surrender their device to the professor. The punishment for this will be that the
student cannot get the device back until the next week of class. Kidding - can you imagine going a week
without your phone?! But con�scated devices will be held until the end of that class day. Avoid being
awkward, stay o� technology when not relevant or required. 

Self-plagiarism



Self-plagiarism is considered academic misconduct. Self-Plagiarism is resubmitting any part of your own
previously submitted work without proper citation and permission from the instructor in which the
original work was submitted and the instructor where the work will be submitted. In other words, you are
not allowed to reuse writing of your own from previous courses without permission from your or
instructors.

Response to a Person with a Weapon (e.g., active shooter)

Should a shooter or a person with a weapon appear on campus, call the University Police 205-348-5454 or
911 as soon as safely possible. The University Police Department is trained to deal with this incident and
will respond immediately upon noti�cation. If this type of incident should take place on campus during
this class please follow the professor’s instructions and requests. In general each situation is di�erent, so
no single procedure will work in all circumstances. You will have to make the best decision based on your
particular situation. Always be aware of your surroundings as you determine how best to protect yourself.
The Department of Homeland Security o�ers the following suggestions (and these are supported by the
UA Police Department) during an event involving a threatening person with a weapon:

Run: If there is an accessible escape path, attempt to evacuate the premises.

Hide: If evacuation is not possible, �nd a place to hide where the threatening person (active shooter) is
less likely to �nd you.

Fight: As a last resort, and only when your life is in imminent danger, attempt to disrupt and/or
incapacitate the threatening person/active shooter.

You can read more about the details and suggestions o�ered for an active shooter scenario at the UA
emergency preparedness website – https://ready.ua.edu/shooting-incident/ (https://ready.ua.edu/shooting-

incident/)

Statement on Academic Misconduct

Students are expected to be familiar with and adhere to the o�cial Code of Academic Conduct
(http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/academic-regulations/student-expectations/code-academic-conduct/)  provided in
the Online Catalog.

Statement On Disability Accommodations

Contact the O�ce of Disability Services (ODS) (http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/support-

programs/disability-services/)  as detailed in the Online Catalog.

Severe Weather Protocol

Please see the latest Severe Weather Guidelines (http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/support-programs/severe-

weather-guidelines/)  in the Online Catalog.

Pregnant Student Accommodations

https://ready.ua.edu/shooting-incident/
http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/academic-regulations/student-expectations/code-academic-conduct/
http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/support-programs/disability-services/
http://catalog.ua.edu/undergraduate/about/support-programs/severe-weather-guidelines/


Title IX protects against discrimination related to pregnancy or parental status. If you are pregnant and
will need accommodations for this class, please review the University’s FAQs on the UAct website
(https://www.ua.edu/campuslife/uact/information/pregnancy) .

Religious Observances

Under the Guidelines for Religious Holiday Observances, students should notify the instructor in writing
or via email during the �rst two weeks of the semester of their intention to be absent from class for
religious observance. The instructor will work to provide reasonable opportunity to complete academic
responsibilities as long as that does not interfere with the academic integrity of the course. See full
guidelines at Religious Holiday Observances Guidelines
(http://provost.ua.edu/uploads/3/9/7/6/39760652/oaa_guidelines_for_religious_holiday_observance.pdf) .

UAct Statement

The UAct website (https://www.ua.edu/campuslife/uact/)  provides an overview of The University's expectations
regarding respect and civility.

https://www.ua.edu/campuslife/uact/information/pregnancy
http://provost.ua.edu/uploads/3/9/7/6/39760652/oaa_guidelines_for_religious_holiday_observance.pdf
https://www.ua.edu/campuslife/uact/

